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Songs to keep
Ladino alive

London-based Israeli singer Mor Karbasi has a mission — tosavean

an@ﬁﬂemm Tanguage from extinction. She talks to Nick Johnstone

Mnmm[tmalm]
and Andalucian Jewish ballads, as
‘well as original material sung in both
Hebrew and English, drawing from
all of the abave. .

"()ncufﬂn:mmmnﬁtan;"
1

Ladino zongs with her band, Los

Pasaros Sepharadis.
In New York, lhtrr_ is Sarah
h-(ireek d

of §y
ﬂmw tund play what she calls
Ladino rock™, and also
lh:lliu'ml Edery Ensemble, led by
Casahlancs-born Edery, whose cx-
many Ladine songs.
And sow. in London, there is

hnguagcmnbwtmdmwur,‘l‘hs
only people who speak Ladino now
muldpenple.&:usnmmm

all the Ladino singers and 1 read as
mmuch about Eading #s 1 could, and [
started writing songs in Ladino,”

By mmcnd:nov,‘fimm Levy, a
Kﬂ!bmlmm

last very long. Sa I'm thinki

if T sing it and lﬂmrﬁmm
Ladino songs, then | might save it 2
litte bit. I'm doing my service, you
know?"

‘My grandfather is

sure our family came

from Spain. He says
blood never forgets'

Karbusi, who was bor in Jerusa-
fem in 1986 ta mother of Morocean
descent und 4 father with an Iranisn
background, first heard Ladino when
she was 17. “I was involved with a
singing group in Jerusalem and we
did this play about a Sephardic fam-

iy 3 n ]:ruul:m se7 about 50 vears
g0, shereculls. “We didacouple of

msajor
was taking the same flamenco dance
lass. The two wammen hit it off.
“Yasmin was singing a bu for the
lesson and [ said: “Oh, I love this
music somuch ' S0l ook o flamenco
singing lesson with herand | picked 5
it up very quickly and T realised 1 5

ﬁdnlnbaﬂatmhcr,lmu!dausuh i :

-

ity
Aywrhur,l(ndnsiw:saﬂndup
l’mhmmuqmw:mdmndm

army singing group. She 1
rming with Peiiz thmu
also immersed hersglf in master-
1ing flamencn, the Ladino so
and the ginwim her mother played
eﬁdlcsl} at home when Karbisi was
growing
“\-lv{amﬂnsw:rymd.tﬂm:l We
say Shabbat prayers and have Shab-
bar dinners and keep the holidays
nred And T try my hardest
- mesls and prayers

iy mnnnu_ 18

fl by Iszasli world-music star Yasmin Levy

£ 3 ugh Tive perf

2003 she leted

ker army scrvice and moved 10
London to be with her boyfriend
Joe Taylor, = British musician who

ics her live performances
«on Spanish guitar.

A vear later, after being taken un-
der the wing of leading Isracli Ladino
suthority Mathilda Kocn-Sarano,
Farbasi ¢ cnmed awn wwnﬂ

and her myspace p:g:,\\‘hﬁe lwtpn
ing songs lor ber debut album, which
she is currenily recording. When
thal is completed, she plans to head
for southern Spmin and Andalucia,
her spirimial home #way from Jeru-
salem.

“1 love Spain so much,” she en-
thuscs. “My mother’s father, who
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